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                 No. 1 of Term 1 
 

 
 Dear Parents and Guardians                                                                                                         25 January 2024 
 
We welcome our new and existing learners and parents/guardians to John Wesley School for the start of 
the new academic year. We trust that 2024 will be a happy and rewarding year for all of our learners.  
 

We have had a smooth start to the year, and I commend all of the staff (teaching and non-teaching) for 
their support, co-operation and commitment in ensuring the efficient commencement of the school 
programme. 
 

NB: Parents’ Morning - Saturday 27 January 2024 at 08h30  
 

Our first Parents’ Morning of the year takes place on Saturday 27 January 2024, beginning at 08h30 in 
the school hall at John Wesley School. This is an important meeting that sets the tone for the year, and 
we encourage all of our parents/guardians to attend. At this meeting we will convey relevant 
information about the functioning of the school, and you will also be afforded the opportunity to meet 
with your child’s class teacher in order to receive information specific to your child’s class and grade. 
Specialist teachers will also be available in the hall throughout the morning to talk to parents/guardians 
who wish to engage with them. Please note that this meeting is exclusively for parents/guardians. 
Children are not permitted to attend. Please make alternative arrangements for the supervision of 
your children as there will be no supervision available for them at the school on Saturday. 
 

2024 Academic Calendar 
 
For the most part, we follow the term calendar dates observed by state schools. However, as an 
independent school, we do have the latitude to adjust our dates in accordance with our own operational 
needs. Accordingly, please note that we will have a longer April holiday than state schools in 2024. The 
first term ends on Wednesday 20 March 2024 and the second term commences on Monday 8 April 
2024. Please also note that Ascension Day on Thursday 9 May 2024 is a school holiday for John Wesley 
School. The term dates for the year are indicated below. 
 

1) Term One – Wednesday 17 January 2024 to Wednesday 20 March 2024 
2) Term Two – Monday 8 April 2024 to Friday 14 June 2024 
3) Term Three – Tuesday 9 July 2024 to Friday 20 September 2024 
4) Term Four – Tuesday 1 October 2024 to Wednesday 4 December 2024    

 
 

 

 

UNIFORM SHOP TIMES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday - 07h30 - 14h30 
The Uniform Shop is not open on Fridays. 
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d6 Communicator 
 

John Wesley School uses the d6 Communicator to communicate promptly and effectively with all 
parents/guardians. For those not familiar with this platform, it comes in the form of an App that can be 
downloaded onto a smartphone. We encourage all parents to install the d6 Communicator App on their 
phones, thereby securing instant access to all information distributed by the school on a daily or weekly 
basis. Please see the instructions for installation below. NB: Please note that there is more than one 
version of the d6 Communicator. Please ensure that you install the blue d6 school communicator 
version and not the black d6 connect version.      
 

How to get the App in 3 easy steps: 
1. Go to the relevant App Store and search for ‘d6 School Communicator.’ 
2. Register or log in with your cell phone number or email address. 
3. Connect with your school. 
Now you are all set! 
 

 

• Please ensure that your child has a healthy lunch for school, such as a sandwich, fruit, yoghurt 
and fruit juice, and not ’junk food’ such as sweets and chips.  CHEWING GUM is NOT allowed. We 
have a tuck shop that provides wholesome food, and this service is available to children during 
the course of each school day.   

 

• If your child is transported to and from school by a public transport operator, please ensure that 
your child is placed in the care a reputable operator. We have had occasion in the past to 
remove our children from vehicles that are deemed unsafe, and we won’t hesitate to do the 
same again.   

 

• We will be conducting regular uniform checks during the course of the year. Please ensure that 
your child is appropriately attired at all times and that their hair is maintained in accordance with 
the dictates of our Code of Conduct for learners. Please make sure that your child’s clothes are 
marked with his/her name. Children must also ensure that they are properly dressed at sports 
practices at all times.  

 

Arrival at school/Departure from school/Contact with teachers  
 

We respectfully request that Parents ensure that their children are at school on time. The children need 
to be at school by the time the first bell rings at 07h10. Registration is at 07h15 and the first lesson 
starts at 07h20. Children that arrive late disrupt the class unnecessarily and also place themselves at a 
disadvantage, as they fail to receive crucial instructions at the beginning of each day.  
 
Parents are requested to ensure that their children are collected from school, walk home, or catch their 
transport by 15h00 at the latest, if they are not involved in an extracurricular activity. If your children 
are participating in extracurricular activities, please ensure that they are collected, walk home, or catch 
their transport by 15h45, at the latest. The only exception to this is if children are engaged in sports 
fixtures or other school activities that extend past 15h45.  
 
Please note that teachers go off duty at the pick-up point at 15h00 (Monday to Thursday) and at 
13h00 on Fridays. Thereafter, your children will be unsupervised. If you wish for your children to be 
supervised after 15h00 (Monday to Thursday) or 13h00 on Fridays, then you are urged to enrol them 
in our Aftercare. Aftercare application forms are available at our reception office.  
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We also request that Parents not ask for the personal contact details of John Wesley School staff 
members. We do not permit the disclosure of this information. If you wish to speak to a particular 
member of staff, please convey this request to them via the homework/communication notebook or 
contact Ms. Chalamanda on (031) 701 5603/072 952 2537 and request that the relevant teacher contact 
you. Please also note that staff members are not permitted to meet with parents, unless in the presence 
of a member of management. If you wish to meet with a teacher, please direct this request to them in 
writing via the homework/communications notebook.  
 

Drop Off and Pick-Up Zone/Parking/Traffic Control 

Please be advised that both the internal and external Drop Off and Pick-Up Zones situated in front of the 
school are, as the names imply, exclusively for the dropping off of children before school and the 
collection of children after school. No parking is permitted in these zones and no vehicle may be left 
unoccupied at any time. Vehicles must have the freedom to move in and out of this zone within a 
matter of minutes and parents have the right not to be inconvenienced by drivers who park in this zone 
and exit their vehicles.     

If you wish to park your vehicle to visit reception or attend a meeting, please make use of the parking on 
the school premises adjacent to the entrance of our reception office. Parents/Guardians are also asked 
to refrain from parking on the grass-covered centre island in front of the main building on the school 
premises as this damages the surface. We are trying to restore the grass covering on this island, which 
was destroyed during the Covid pandemic.      

Transport providers in public transport vehicles may not park on the school premises but are 
encouraged to make use of the parking space available to the right of the main school entrance. If 
necessity dictates that parking on the verge of a neighbouring residence is unavoidable, please exercise 
the requisite courtesy and avoid parking in a manner that is likely to inconvenience the residents of our 
neighbouring blocks of flats. 

Visiting Classrooms 

Parents are requested to refrain from visiting classrooms and attempting to communicate with teachers 
in the mornings. It is strictly forbidden for anyone other than John Wesley School staff and learners to 
be in the proximity of the classrooms after 07h10 in the mornings. This regulation exists to avoid 
disruption and ensure learner safety. If you wish to convey a message to your child, or if you wish to 
drop off items for them, please report directly to reception. Ms. Chalamanda will ensure that messages 
and/or items are delivered to your children.               

Extracurricular/Sports Programme 
 

The extracurricular programme has commenced for the term. Every learner is encouraged to participate 
in at least one activity per term. This will enable him/her to learn leadership and team skills, time 
management and the value of commitment.  Children who are fully integrated in the life of the school 
tend to be happier, more confident and more adept at coping with the demands of the academic 
programme.  
 

Birthday Celebrations 
 

Please note that cakes and party packs are not permitted on the school 
premises for birthday celebrations. If you wish to provide for your child’s 
class on the occasion of his or her birthday, please note that only cupcakes 
are permitted. These must be delivered to Ms. Chalamanda in the 
reception office, and she will ensure that they are sent to the appropriate 
classroom.  
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Paper and Toilet Rolls 
 

Owing to the enormous cost of paper, we appeal to parents to please assist us by supplying: 
 

One ream of white Mondi Rotatrim A4 paper per learner per term and  two toilet rolls per term.  
 
We request that children bring these items to school and give them to their class teachers as soon as 
possible. 
 

Important Dates 
 

27/01/2024 1st Parents’ Morning (08h30) 
16/02/2024 Valentine’s Civvies Day (fundraiser) 
27/02/2024 Productions 2000 (Educational Theatre for Grades 1 – 7 & LSEN) 
14/02/2024 Ash Wednesday 
01/03/2024 Senior Inter - House Swimming Gala: U9 - Open (08h30 – 10h30) 
07/03/2024 Foundation Phase Swimming Gala: Grades 1 to 3 (10h00 – 12h00) 
15/03/2024 Inter - House Cross Country: Grade R – Open (08h00 – 10h00) / 
  1st Term extracurricular programme ends 
20/03/2024 Final Day of the 1st Term. School closes at 11h00.  
21/03/2024 Human Rights Day 
29/03/2024 Good Friday 
01/04/2024 Easter Monday 
08/04/2024 First Day of the 2nd Term.  
 

SCHOOL FEE PAYMENT FOR 2024 
 

Thank you to those parents who are fully paid up for the year and for January 2024 in the case of those 
paying by monthly instalment, your support is greatly appreciated.  A reminder to parents whose fee 
payments are in arrears to please settle their accounts immediately. 
 

NB: The next monthly school fee payment is due on Thursday 1 February 2024   
 

JOHN WESLEY SCHOOL BANKING DETAILS 
When banking school fees please remember to quote your child’s full name and grade or account 
number as a reference.   
 

School and Aftercare fees are to be paid into  
 

NEDBANK  
ACCOUNT NO 1339 44 67 66  
BRANCH CODE NO 133926 
 

Please remember monthly payments are due in full, in advance, by the 1st of each month until 1st 
November.  
 
MR. D. TARR 
PRINCIPAL 

 

Romans 8:28 

“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called 
according to his purpose.” 


